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ISF INFORMATION FOR AGENTS

The Importer Security Filing regulation, also known as “10 + 2”, has been in effect since January 26 of 2009.  During the twelve (12) month period up to January 25, 2010, Customs has been and will continue to administer the program in a “relaxed” enforcement mode.  However, effective January 26, 2010, Customs will begin active enforcement and failure to comply will result in monetary penalties being assessed against the importer of record.

Most of you have been participating in the process and cooperating with us by preparing and sending to us the ISF 10 + 2 form as well as associated documentation, such as commercial invoices and/or packing lists.  Some of you may not be aware of the program and its requirements and we require your involvement so that our valued clients will not be penalized.
We understand that compliance requires a change in the way ocean import documents have always been processed and exchanged.   We can no longer wait for the vessel to depart the foreign port enroute to the USA for bills of lading and commercial documentation to be issued.   The ISF program REQUIRES that Customs be notified at least 24 hours prior to the goods being loaded onto the vessel as to the origin, contents and the AMS bill of lading, at the lowest level, including the SCAC code, of all ocean-borne shipments.   For example, if the shipment is moving under a Master Bill only and that is what is being transmitted to AMS, that is what will be used for ISF.  If the shipment has both an AMS Master and an AMS House Bill, the AMS House Bill is the required element.  It is therefore imperative that you establish an effective communication protocol with shippers, steamship lines, co-loaders and your staff to make sure all parties understand what is required and that they cooperate.   This is not a voluntary program and it is not temporary.  It is permanent and all participants in the movement of goods via ocean to the United States be they shippers, manufacturers, consolidators, buyers or importers must adhere to the new rules.
This may take a significant effort to educate yourselves and then conduct an out-reach program to counsel your clients.  As there is not much time left to do so, it is imperative that you take immediate action.
Please be aware of the difference in time zones, especially those of you located in the Pacific.    For example, if a ship is due to be loaded on a Sunday or Monday, the ISF data might be sent on a Saturday or Sunday which would appear to comply with the 24 hour prior rule.  However, we would not normally see that information until we return to work on Monday, resulting in late transmissions.  We must, therefore, receive ISF data for Saturday, Sunday or Monday loadings on the preceding Friday.
Cavalier expects that all of our agents will fully participate in ISF and will offer any and all counsel to our mutual clients to keep them compliant.  Should we determine that penalties have been issued as a result of inattention to detail or failure to provide ISF data in a timely fashion, we will hold the offending agent responsible.

We have accumulated a great deal of information, all of which is available on our website at www.cavlog.com.   Currently, that data is on the front page and once removed from there will remain in the archive section.    We encourage you to review all of it and contact us with any questions.   Please also refer shippers to the site.
